The GSES Middle School Stu-
dents kicked off their year with a
field trip to Montpelier for Con-
stitution Day.

After a brief presentation on the
history of American Government
and its founding fathers, the stu-
dents were off to tour the home
of James Madison. James Madi-
son is known as the Father of the
Constitution because he was one
of the most instrumental con-
tributors to its creation.

The students had the opportu-
nity to stand in the very room
where much of
research and writing took place.
The completed renovation of
Montpelier in 2008, made the

experience come to life. Students
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saw an ink stain American Flags.

» | dating back to the
time when Madison
' * 4 lived in the home.
™ | One can only
LI speculate that he
{ was penning an
early draft of the
Bill of Rights! In
addition to touring
the home, students
| were also greeted
d by period actors
from McLean High
| School.

~ | These students

| were dressed as
community mem-

from Madi sonos

It is exciting to think that we stood in
the very place where such a monumen-
tal leader and thinker carried out his
day to day life.
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James Madison himself spoke to the
students before the guest speaker Lynn
Cheney, former Vice President, Dick Che-
neybés wife, addresse

Mrs. Cheney spoke about how the
United States came to be one of the larg-
est democratic societies in the world. Ad-
ditionally, she spoke with the children
about the importance of books as learn-
ing tools to unlocking portions of the
wor |l d. Mrs. Cheney
author and has published books on the
early development of the American Gov-
ernment.

The day was rounded out with a per-
formance by the Marine Band from
Quantico. The band played patriotic mu-
sic as members of the crowd waved



M

Volunteers will be needed on October 24 to take a shift from either
1:00-2:30 or 2:30-4:00. Volunteers will also be needed to set up
and clean up. The sign up board is in the front entrance of the
school. It will take lots of volunteers to staff this really fun, school -
spirit, community wide event and fundraiser. Please sign up in the
hall or contact Laura Dysart at lauradysart@verizon.net. See ad in
the Fleece for event details.

Donot

forget
word to families outside the GSES community!

GSES Fall Festival
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September Birthdays will be celebrated on Wednesday, September 3@ at 11:30.
Webl |l see what childrends authors al go h
latest Birthday Books along with some cake.

Thank you Annette Spanel, Elizabetho mo
mom for being September Mystery Readers! The children really enjoy having

special guests. Please contact Laura Dysarat lauradysart@verizon.neti f y o 6 d
like to be a Mystery Reader.
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class some new sign language. Everyone enjoyed her \isit!
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